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Academic Council Rejects Freshman Appeals

Six
KSix

FFreshmen
reshmon appeals which
would reverse a decision of aca
demic expulsion have been rejec
ted by the Academic Council, ac
cording to Dr. Oscar Remick,Aca
demic Dean and Vice President of
the college. Dr. Remick sta'edthat
among en Freshmen who were
asked to withdraw by the Council,
five written and one oral appeal
were submitted.
The Academic Council includes
the Academic Dean, his assistant.
Dean Donald Letend-e, Registrar
Paul Fistori, and Drs. Lola Boyd,
Raymond Marion, Rodrique Suth
erland, John Dufault, and Fr. Theo
dore Fortier.
The Student Action Committee,
which was created to defend the
Freshmen, called a general meet
ing for all students concerned when
the Academic Council first announ
ced the expulsion often Freshmen.
Students who had been notified to
withdraw were urged toappeal, and
t -h e S.A.C. sought student and
faculty support for these students'
defense.
When it was rumored on Feb
ruary 4, that all the appeals had
been rejected, Mike Sheehan of the
Student Action Committee sought
S.G.A.
support. An emergency
meeting of the Student Government
Association was held at 7p.m. that
evening, with President Charles
Harvey absent.
The meeting lasted only a matter
of minutes due to a lack of docu
mented information. The Senators
were informed, however, that Dr.

Rpmirk
wmilH hp
«hnnlrt
Remick would
be willinc
willing, should

he be asked to address the S.G.
A., to discuss the problem with
them.
At 8 p.m. Vice President Bill
Humbert formally asked Dr. Re
mick to address an open meeting
of the S.G.A. scheduled "or 10:30
p.m. that evening, and the Aca
demic Dean readily agreed. Hum
bert also scheduled a closed 3.
G.A. meeting at 10 p.m.
President
Harvey met with
S.G.A. Officers and members of
the Student Action Committee at
about 9 p.m. A list of questions
for Dr. Remick were prepared,
and at the closed S.G.A. meeting
the Senators were asked to re
cognize members of the Student
Action Committee so that they
could ask questions or make a
statement during the open meet
ing with Dr. Remick.
This proposal was rejected by
the Senate, and it was decided
that President Harvey should dir
ect the prepared questions to Dr.
Remick. Regular S.G.A. rules for
audience participation - students
have to be recognized by their
S.G.A. representative were in ef
fect.
The following is a partial tran
script of the open S.G.A. Meet
ing:
Dr. Remick - Last year was
one of the few years that in Jan
uary no Freshman was asked to
leave....in the past a Council has
frequently asked a Freshman to

ipavp
Ihora have
hovo Kaon
leave in
in .Tarviarv
January...there
been
3 F times
fimoc nno
at
one, two m
maybe n.ror,
even
four freshmen asked to leave at
the end of the first semester...
One of the criteria used this
year...(in determining a "grade
pattern" for a Freshman)...is that
if a Freshman gets a grade point
...so low that we realize it is
mathematical
impossibility...to
bring that grade point average up
to a place where he could qualify
for a cumulative grade point av
erage to enter the Sophomore
year...when you mathematically
reach an impasse, this would be
one of the criteria by which you
would judge a "grade pattern....
Harvey - Could you comment
on the quality of counseling re
ceived by the Freshman this year?
Remick - ....Let's point out a
few facts. All the Freshmen were
under the same conditions and
some did brilliantly...some stu-

dents did not see their advisor at
r,
11 ^^
•
all...some
saw an advisor
and, prefered to listen to the advice of
upper classmen ...some saw an
advisor and got awfully good ad
vice...some saw an advisor and
perhaps didn't get such good ad
vice...! think that definitely stu
dents need to be advised, but you
know you people tend to resist
advice, too....
Harvey - Was each appeal jud
ged individually?
Remick - Yes.

Remick - ...a grade point aver
age of 1.0 after one semester, or
it could be a little higher, could
be a little lower...let's say we
look over all the Freshmen and
we see how they've come, we might
conclude that this year a grade
point average of 1.60 - if a bulk of
them were much higher than this
- would indicate we write a letter
Harvey - How does the number
to them...indicating that in our
of Freshmen expelled this semes
judgement you are in serious aca
ter compare to that of past years?
demic trouble...we try to do this
on the basis of anticipating what
Remick - ...the Academic Coun the student ought to achieve at
cil has done nothing unusual. This the end of this year in order to
is the largest Freshmen class avoid the difficulties being repea
we've ever had...although ten stu ted in the following example...we
dents did not do as well as we ex have to go back to your high school
pected, a great number of you did transcripts, too....

Financial Aid May Remain Stable
Despite
$400 Increase
Tuition
With the announced tuition in
crease of $400, effective next sem
ester at Assumption, the Office of
Financial Aid foresees a dilemma
due to lack of available scholar
ship money. The office expects to
have only $9000 in scholarships
allotted to cover the tuition hike.
Mr. Lawrence Riordan, Dean

•

of Admissions and Financial Aid,
explained why there will not be
enough scholarship money avail
able to meet the tuition raise.
Because of the 25% increase in
tuition and in student enrollment
scheduled for September, Mr. Ri
ordan has asked the government
for more aid. Hopefully, he said,
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SOPHOMORE PRESIDENT Jack Bresciam introduces participants in the "Faculty Forum'' on "Education at Assumption"
held on February 5th. Members of the panel from left to right include Mr. John Burke, Mr. Richard Wotruba, Dr. John
Crutcher, Dr. Oscar Remick, and Dr. Charles Estus. See page 7 for a transcript of the forum.
Photo by Cal Branche

Students Meet Alumni Tomorrow

On February 14, the Executive are ready for this added freedom
Board of the Alumni Association and responsibility. They have de
will meet to discuss the parietal monstrated this at the Jefferson
system recently put into effect Airplane Concert, Parents' Week
here at Assumption. Bill Lenich, ends, and the social weekends of
a member of the Student Person the past. There are also very im
nel Policy Committee has been portant practical considerations
chosen to present the rational be that must be taken into account.
hind the establishment of this po The most Important of these is
licy and Gerry Wegemer to pre that there are no rooms/ lounges
sent an opposing view.
or available space on campus
Bill Lenich for the most part where a couple may meet in pri
will be following the statement of vacy to either study, talk, or
t h e SPPC, According to him, simply be alone. Bill emphasized
"parietals must be seen in the that this is only an experimental
light of personal freedom and re program. He hopes that a more
sponsibility in an attempt to cre fully developed and evaluated po
ate a more natural atmosphere and licy be presented by the SPPC to
to extend the educational experi the Trustees around Eastertime.
ence of the college beyond the aca Finally, he welcomed the interest
demic". He feels that the students and concern of the whole Assump

very well, and you are graded
'
'
really, in a context of your selves..
Sheehan - What is an accept
able "grade pattern?"

tion Community.
Gerry Wegemer grounded his
views in the philosophy and ob
jectives of the new curriculum
which rests on "a minimum of
compulsion and a maximum of
consultation between each student
and a faculty advisor". In this
light, he feels "that parietals not
only seem justified but warran
ted." However, he is still oppos
ed to the permanent instillation
of parietals as presented by the
SPPC. 1) He feels that the ad
visor system "which forms the
very foundation of the new cur
riculum" is not sufficiently de
veloped to manage the measure
of freedom presently given. 2) He
does not believe that a "clear
enough understanding exists as

to the theoretical implications of
this curriculum, let alone the prac
tical applications of such a radi
cal departure from the philoso
phy of the old curriculum." (For
evidence of this, he points to the
shallow reasoning he has encoun
tered in speaking to most stu
dents and members of the faculty
and administration whether they
were pro or con.) "Parietals are
just one opportunity in a context of
many. This context must be more
clearly understood and more con
cretely formulated before any permanent policy can be made." Con
sequently, on the 14th he hopes to
discuss the entire educational ex
perience Assumption offers — not
just parietals.

congress will issue enough money
to Massachusetts, but Mr. Riordan
does not expect to receive what he
asked for. Therefore, a decision
will have to be made as to who
will receive money and who will
not.
For the academic year 1970-71
Assumption has available $160,000
for scholarships. If the college re
newed all present scholarships,
minus seniors, the total would be
$105,000. This leaves a $55,000
balance. Last year's freshman
class was allotted $46,000. Despite
the tuition increase, this years
freshman class will receive the
same amount.
The balance remaining after re
newals and freshman aid comes to
roughly $9000 left to deal with the
tuition increase. If Assumption
were to raise the grants of its
present 100 scholarship students,
covering the increase it would
amount to $40,000, which Mr. Ri
ordan does not have. Freshman and
non - scholarship upperclassmen
also have to be considered.
Mr. Riordan expects a great
financial aid dilemma. His $9000
available could only be increased
if a the government allotts enough
money (which Mr. Riordan deems
unlikely under Nixon's budget) and
b) if students now on scholarships
transfer or fail to maintain a 2.7
academic average.

Hettlinger
On Sex February 26
Richard F. Hettlinger, Chairman
of the Department of Religion at
Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio,
will speak on "Sexual Maturity"
on February 26 at 9 p.m. in the
Maison Auditorium.
Mr. Hettlinger believes that the
current student generation is con
fronted with a sexual dilemma
which is the result of society's
failure to come to grips with the
realities and complexity of sex.
At the same time, while refusing
to lay down rigid rules for sexual
morality, and believes that unres
trained freedom is incocsistent
with personal maturity, he at
tempts to establish guidelines and
to provide much needed informa
tion to help the individual student
in making responsible decisions
about sexual behaviour.
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The Academic Council
vs.
1st Semester Freshmen
By sustaining its decision to request the withdrawal of ten first sem
ester Freshmen, the Academic Council has acted along guidelines which
have been in operation for a number of years. The Council has made its
decision according to certain standards — an acceptable grade point aver
age, a satisfactory "grade pattern," etc. — which have been used in the
past to determine whether a student would be requested to withdraw from
Assumption for academic reasons.
That the first semester of this year was unique in its unacademic at
mosphere — due largely to a plan for campus development and a new
curriculum both of which failed at times to take into account the general
welfare of the student body — did not influence the Council to any great
extent, as shown in their final rejection of all Freshmen appeads. Like
wise, that the "standards" used to determine the academic status of a
student have never been clearly outlined for the college community, (mem
bers of the Academic Council themselves including Dr. Remick were
"not exactly sure" of what some of the standards were), was apparently
of little consequence to the Council.
The Student Action Committee made a noble but fruitless attempt to
have the decision reversed. In the final analysis, the Council can stand by
its decision on the basis that only members of the Academic Council had
in their possession the private dossier of each student — dossiers which
cannot and should not be revealed, whether to justify or refute the Coun
cil's decisions.
But the issue is too involved to end with the rejection of the Fresh
men appeals. If nothing can be done to reverse the Council's decision,
then steps should be taken to insure that such a decision does not take
place in the future.
The general policy of expelling first semester Freshmen must be
questioned. As was brought out at the "Faculty Forum," the college does
have a responsibility to the students which it admits. By accepting a stu
dent the college assumes that he can meet the regular academic standards,
and if the student after four months does not match up to these standards,
it is hardly justifiable for the college to expell him. Certainly no legitimate
"grade pattern" can be determined in one semester, and the Academic
Council is unfair in judging a college student by his high school record,
(as indicated by Dr. Remick) unless it can be maintained that there is
little difference between the high school and college experiences.
Though the Academic Dean argues that his office cannot be respons
ible for "leading students on for another frustrating semester," his argu
ment refuses to consider a logical alternative to the situation. As Mikq
Sheehan of the Student Action Committee pointed out, the Academic
Dean's office could fulfill its responsibility to the student in a fair way by
informing both the student and his parents of his serious academic situ
ation at the end of the first semester, and encourage, though never re
quire, a student to withdraw at that time.
We do not question the Academic Dean's authority to set academic
standards, nor would we refuse him the power to expell students who do
not meet these requirements. But the academic standards must be clearly
outlined for the college community, and more than four months perform
ance must be considered before the decision is made.
In the future we propose that the Academic Council suspend its poli
cy of expelling first semester Freshmen, and announce within the next
few weeks the academic standards by which a students' status will be
judged. We also recommend that the Sheehan proposal be adopted by the
Academic Council and seek Faculty Senate and Student Government sup
port in this venture.
By adopting these proposals Assumption students will be treated in a
more equitable way by the Academic Council. It is unfortunate that ten
Freshmen must be sacrificed in order for this to be realized.

Vandalism: Charging
Dormitory Floors
The recent decision to charge resident students for the damages
which occur in their corridor floor represents a painful step in the right
direction.
In the past, damage inflicted upon the physical plant of the college
was paid for by the business office. In other words, the entire student
body — including non-resident students — was paying for damages done
on specific corridor floors. Now each floor will be charged for damages
which occur, and it will be up to the residents of each floor to identify the
party responsible or to pay for the damage collectively.
Vandalism, from all points of view, is an undesireable occurence in
a college community. When such violations take place, the fairest policy
places the blame on the people involved. In the future students would
do well to take an active interest in their dormitory floor. The new system
of collecting for damages will encourage such an interest.

To the Editor:
It's not over. As far as things really stand, the fight has just begun. Whatever
the reasons for the recent failure to have the freshman students cases to be re
considered, we cannot continue to allow these hierarchal manifestos to be passed
down to the "humble masses", without taking action.
Whether they are correct or not, in the long run, is only for the future to reveal.
Presently speaking, that's a pretty screwed up future.
The student and only the student must have the final say as to what road he
wishes to follow. It is only he, who can know the truth for himself. Granted, one
who has not known this freedom will be unable to react properly in this environ
ment, but he must begin now to practice.
And as usual in the background, those dope-smokin', Avatar-reading, hippieMarxist anarchists play
"You can fool your friends
about the way it ends
But you can't fool yourself
Take your head in hand
And make your own demands
or you'll crystallize on the shelf."
DAVID BOWES
To the Editor:
The constituents of the Inter Residence Hall Council initiated the student court
Tuesday, January 27. The IRHC is an experiment in student responsibility. The
power that the court wields is delegated by the Dean of Students. It is his re
sponsibility to maintain campus justice and order. He has placed this responsi
bility in student hands<
T7je IRHC's judicial authority spreads geographically'
over the whole of the campus and in actuality into all student affairs.
The authority it commands rests
upon the respect it commands. In order
to be an effective source of judicial authority, the IRHC needs to have student
respect. This is one immediate goal.
The IRHC is an opportunity for justice and mercy to be realized. The IRHC has
decided to avoid defining the guidelines of the school by amassing a rule book.
Precedents will be set and each case wiU be dealt with contextually.
The opportunity for self-rule has been made available, the noble effort to
achieve freedom through self discipline has begun.
MARTIN WALSH
To the Editor:
Where do we go from here? The Anti-war Movement has made tremendous
strides in the last six months. The October 15th Moratorium and the November
15th Marches on Washington and San Francisco were the largest and most powerful
expressions of opposition to the Vietnam War in the history of the Anti-war Move
ment.
In an effort to answer the question of where we go from here, a New England
Anti-war Conference has been called for the weekend of February 28th-March
1st. Hundreds of anti-war activists will converge on Boston from all over New
England to discuss our recent successes and to lay plans for the sprit^. Special
workshops will cover all aspects of the struggle against the war. The conference
is sponsored by the New England Anti-war Conference Committee, a broad coalition
of anti-war groups, including the Boston New Mobilization Committee to End the
War in Vietnam, the initiating sponsor of the conference. The committee is maki^j
arangements for conference facilities, developing an agenda, contacting speakers,
and resource people, and making general policy decisions for buildii® the conference
Groups are encouraged to co-sponsor the conference and to participate in its plan
ning. Suggestions for the workshops or agenda can be sent or phoned to the com
mittee. We want to ensure the broadest
possible participation in the conference
and the representation of all the major sectors of the Anti-war Movement. Kindly
include notice of theconference in your membership mailings.
Literature for the conference-including a call letter, a call leaflet, and regular
informational bulletins-will be in the mail by the first week in February Future
mailings will include more detailed information on the conference plans
We anticipate that several hundred people will attend the conference from out
side Boston. We will have to provide housing for many of these people. If you or
your group can provide housing for one or more conference participants, either
write or caU the New England Anti-war Conference Committee at the above address
or telephone number. (Writing is preferable due to a shortage of phones). Further
information concerning the conference is available at the above address and tele
phone number. Conference posters or leaflets can be picked up at the office or
requested by mail (please include some postage money).
We look forward to seeing you at the conference.
IN PEACE,
BOB BRESNAHAN
Conference Coordinator
To the Editor:
A few voices from the underground here in Holden again -eek your hearing,
you, the members of the more generally accepted and more easily visible ele
ments of Assumption.
As tiresome as it may well be to raise up again the issues of oppression and
exploitation by the established interests hereabouts and their largely fantastical
megalomaniac vision of reality which so pleasantly and deceptively seasons the
poison of their confusion, (so pleasantly and deceptively seasons that poison that
not only their victims but even they themselves have been taken in and do now
sincerely believe that they are public servants of a sort, generously living their
lives for the sake of the well-being of society—that well-being, of course being
defined by their acceptable, popular, but misbegotten myths) as tiresome as all
this may very well be, we nevertheless bestir ourselves to face you and the con
tinuing misinterpretation of the issue at hand.
And that issue is nothing short of the urgently needed understanding of the human
situation, which understanding you, the established interests, crush for the sake
of your positions, your prestige, your acceptability.
Not unlike your kin in ages past, you have sought shelter in things most accepted
and believed in, the things swallowed in the blind faith of the unenlightened masses.
You harbor yourselves in the polluted and sterile regions of science and techno
logy. You, the apostles of technocracy, the bishops of the social sciences, the
priests of behaviorism, social engineering and psychological manipulation, massproducing oblivion to the real, pre-plastic, human things and burying us in the rubbish
of anomy, you, the latter day Sophists and latest unannounced breed of establish
ment, you are in our way. You, accepted obstructions, block our efforts to question,
to seek the most important, lasting and final things. You, with your statistics and
mythic theories, which like fat float on the surface of the scientific stew we cook
in, openly deny us our freedom, reduce us to scientifically controUed and value
less rats in a maze, and aU the while seek our support in your project. And we,
worthy devotees and goons, amen you myths, submit to your teachings, offer ourcont. pg. 3
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selves up as sacnfTces in your experiments and surveys, and humbly, oh so humbly,
kneel silent before you, fearing sins against the faith should we question your foun
dations or wonder at your utter lack of final goals and your utter refusal to face
the ultimate questions of human life.
But those questions must be faced, your foundations must be looked into, and your
goals, open or concealed, must be brought into the light of critical examination.
The unspoken prejudices of your sciences, sprung from highly questionable sources,
must be questioned. And that questioning you yourselves ought to sponsor.
Box 208
Holden
TO THE EDITOR
The second student seminar on environmental problems will be held at McMillian
Hall, Columbia University, Saturday, February 21.
The Seminar, which is sponsored by toe Student Council on Pollution and the
Environment (SCOPE), with assistance from toe
Federal Water Pollution Control
Administration, will begin at 9:30 a.m. and continue until 4 p.m.
Several distinguished speakers, including U.S. Senator Charles Goddell (R-NY),
will participate in this meeting.
More than 400 students, representing 35 different colleges, attended the first
Seminar at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in December. Five SCOPE mem
bers were elected at that meeting. Four more will be elected to represent toe stu
dents in the Northeastern United States at toe February 21 seminar. All students,
concerned with the polluted environment, should attend.
Sincerely Yours,
SCOPE Committee

Potpourri

Northeast Region

What Go...

hail students...first of all, heartfelt congrats to toe good ol' provoc..Jt seems
the ol' gripe sheet has soared to new heights...moved toe bannerhead more to toe
LEFT, if that's possible...senior ray belair was recently semi strolling out of toe
provoc office fondling a hefty 400 issues or so...seems that good ol* ray just loves
our paper, but 400issnes!!!...so, to satisfy ray's hist for provocs, don't save this
issue for puppy training or wrapping fish...just reroute it to belair's p&. box...
that's 146...or better yet, use it for puppy training and THEN send it to good ol
ray...we're sure he'll love it...just put it in an envelope so our beloved, co-opera
tive midge v on*t get her hands messy
now that we have gotten over that big 1300 dollar wallop, that penny pinching ace,
none other than uncle hank, will begin toe long process of nickling and diming us
to death...i smbs that we will soon be getting a bill for corridor damage in our
mail boxes ..jSMh corridor is assessed and then toe grand total is divided up among
he reside' In ton
guys in c dorm would personally like to thank johnny sick and
oo. for
maMaHng toe house phones in such perfect working order, as well as
teeping the mat of the dorm in tip top shape...it's really a damn shame that the
iiiig of the phone rippers isn't a resident himself so he too can have toe pleasure

of sending hank some bread...we're really sorry, john....we suggest to the rest
of the students the old send-hank-a-rubber-check-trick
the sga will be discussing its re-organization this week....we extend to them
our best wishes and humbly suggest that they roll the sga up in a little ball and put
it in a brown paper bag and throw it away!...or better yet...send it to ray belair!!
don't forget....box 146
the faculty forum was great...congrats sophs...poor oscar...is still groping...
Where's that goddam heritage?...c'mon, tradition, i know you're in there...no use
hiding..i've got to report to the trustees in a few weeks and tell them what we're
all about..estus is no help ...he admits he doesn't know...and wotruba is busy pushing
morals...c'mon. traditiomPLEASE come out????
the girls will all like to thank lola for sending to each of them two pictures of the
queens of the courts...none other than the ac cheerleaders...keep up the good work
lola...
the editor tells us that fr paulhus didn't mind his being mentioned in our column
last issue, (he gets a medal AND a chest to pin it on for coming out with that!),
it's just that he thinks we don't have guts enough to sign this column so all our fans
can thank us...so, just for that norm, we DO have guts enough to sign this hodge
podge of bullshit...so there!!!!
ALEX BISSONETTE
GEORGES BABINEAU
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Student Opinion
On the Dismissal of First Semester Freshmen
The Student Action Committee was organized primarily to defend those freshmen
who were required to withdraw because their "grade pattern" was deemed unsatisfactory by the Academic Council (no other organization was willing or able to
defend them). Our defense rested and still rests on the following grounds.
1. Nowhere is there printed a definition of "grade pattern".
2. Nowhere is there printed what a satisfactory grade pattern is.
3. The freshmen were never told that they had to get a certain Q.P.A. to remain
In school after the first semester.
4. After one semester, it is still too early to predict academic success.
A newcomer to any institution is usually given a broader margin to work within
than is given to a member who is older and "knows the ropes". He is not undully
pressured: the master is aware that, in most cases, less must be expected of the
apprentice than of the journeyman. Consequently, the master allows for early mis
takes and difficulties of adjustment. After three or four, if the apprentice has not
takes and difficulties of adjustment. After three or four months, if the apprentice
has not settled into good working patterns, he is reprimanded and "set straight"

The Faculty Pen

by his master - he is not dismissed as if those three or four months of adjustment
were indicative of his future success.
We did not succeed. We can blame ourselves for not getting enough facts or because
of student apathy or S.G.A. ego - trippers or Oscar's ability to placate students
with verbiage and intellectual nothings. However, we feel that the academic com
munity, as a whole, is to blame.
In expelling these students the Administration and the Academic Council have
again demonstrated their intransigence and have placed themselves on a pedestal
of administrative perfection.
In accepting this decision, the faculty, the S.G.A., and the students have again
demonstrated that they will accept any decree of the Administration provided It
doesn't affect them personally.
"You and me, we keep walking around
and we see
All the bullshit around us".
Student Action Committee

"One's sympathies were, of course,
all on the side of life." Virginia Woolf

A college (university) is a community of resistance against megadeath psycho
logy, anti-communist/communist ideology, top-down management theology, and other
super-imperialist b.s. known locally as the "liberal arts."
A college is a community of renewal for animal-social-religious youth to grow
up in, for diverse elders to grow wise in, practicing a world culture.
A student says "Show me how!" He finds a teacher who knows and shows him;
and asks, every step of the way, "What?" and "Why?" Since he learns principally
by imitation, his teachers must have precise knowledge of the world, with little
time and no place for smelly little orthodoxies, parochial or national.
A brief note on administrators, that is, those necessary and sometimes helpful
caretakers for keeping the sidewalks swept, the space in shape, and the heat bills
paid. They can be tolerated only as long as they don't try to make policy, to inter
fere with the asking of questions or with the students' experimentations in selfgovernment. It may even be wise to ask the help of practicing professionals (trus
tees?) to protect the community from raids by a hostile city or a repressive state.
This is what the college could be about. Our present situation at Assumption—
where imposed policy threatens the emergence of any community, animal, social
or religious—is more complicated, Administration-minded and narrowly "academic"
faculty and conformist students compound the boring management of affairs. Style
and art disappear, and gaseous harJ>-~"~-*<about the liberating quality of the non-

liberating "liberal arts" multiply, while the students sleep and the professors
mumble their incantations to the (often deservedly) unread "classics."
A few proposals by which students and faculty might remedy the situation:
1. Resist most of the present policy by which deans, presidents, trustees, and
other administrative types impose procedures governing the life of the campus and
perpetuate their rule.
2. Abolish grades and diversify the curriculum, particularly in the arts, music,
painting, drama.
3. Bring more professionals (film makers, city planners, radical intellectuals,
socialist rabble-rousers) to campus for debate and instruction
4. Provide evidence that the faculty's knowledge is not confined to theory and
texts, but includes art and practise on the side of life.
5. Work, experiment, develop, and deepen our counter culture's commitment to
joy and survival, rather than to repression and nervous nelly reactionism.
Respectfully submitted to the
Faculty Senate discussions on
governance and to other interested
persons.
Dr. Michael True,
Associate Professor of English
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Draft Workshop Scheduled
To Cover Lottery, Repeal

' I' Vi n T
rt #1
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"The
Lotteryvr nn/4
and P\*i
Draft
Repeal",
a workshop of draft Infor mation and
a regional conference of draft
groups will be held at the Wor
cester YWCA on Sunday, March
1. The event is the third in a
series of forums on the draft
held at the Y in the past year.
The conference will feature a
speech by Mr. Thomas E. Reeves
Executive Director of the National
Council to repeal the Draft. Mr.
Reeves, who is a professor at
the American University, Wash
ington D. C., will speak on the
growing movement for draft re
peal.
Other scheduled speakers in
clude Dr. Michael True, of As
sumption, and Mr. Thomas Sher
man of the American Friends
Service Committee, who will speak

^« 11
_ #
I
•«
—•
on
the effects
of* the
Lottery
draft
system.

Workshops scheduled include
one for principals and guidance
counselors, led by Miss Edith
Douglas of the Guidance Depart
ment of Brookline High School.
Worcester attorney Morton C. Jaquith will conduct a discussion
for lawyers. Workshops for pros
pective draft counselors will be
led by Mrs. Frances Crowe of
the Valley Peace Center, Am
herst Mass. High School students
will hold a seminar led by Brookline High School students who have
established their own draft pro
gram in their school. Miss Randy
Marcus and Arthur Boyd will con
duct a survey of the local Coun
cils on draft repeal.

At the close of the workshops,
a panel discussion will be held on
"Prospects for Draft Repeal in
1970", moderated by Mr. Reeves*
Several Massachusetts legislators
have been invited to speak on this
panel.
The conference is scheduled to
begin at 1 p.m. and end in the late
afternoon. Organizations sponsor
ing the workshop are the YWCA
Electric University, the American
Friends Service Committee, the
Interfaith Center for Draft Infor
mation, and the Massachusetts
Council to Repeal the Draft. Those
wishing to attend the conference
may register ($1 for students, $2
others) at the YWCA, 2 Washing
ton Street on the day of the confer
ence.

Views On Student Birth Control
Aired by Deans Boyd, Wotruba
In a recent interview, Deans the college chaplin.
Boyd and Wotruba presented their
In reply to the same question,
views on the subject of birth con Dean Wotruba said that he was
trol and the possibility of provid not aware of any great interest
ing information for the students. among the students about birth
When the question "Why hasn't control. He stated that although his
anything been done to inform the department must confess negli
students about birth control?" was gence in this matter, he was
posed to Dean Boyd, she replied strongly in favor of such a lec
that since this is a Catholic insti ture series, especially coming
tution she could see no feasible from the counseling department,
way t o introduce actual informa he stressed, however, that this
tion on campus because of the series must present both sides of
stand that the Church has taken. the question; doctors and theolo
She did say, however, that mem gians for example, pointing out
bers of the counseling staff, no advantages as well as social, me
tably Dr. Rotundi and Mrs. Mason dical and moral consequences. He
have been trying to organize a ser said that, as an educator, he is
ies of lectures or some type of a obligated to present to the stu
course in sex education where the dents an ideal and to support this
subject of birth control could safely ideal. But, Dean Wotruba states,
be brought up. In the meantime the he was not put here to moralize
two persons to talk to on the sub or pass judgements on any student
ject are the college doctor and or any situation. Despite the great

duplicity of morals on the subject
of birth control, Dean Wotruba
believes that it all comes down
to an internal conviction in each
individual. "An educational insti
tution is interested not only in
acquiring knowledge but also in
imparting values and giving you
the opportunity to seek the ideal
and this is the direction you should
be heeded."
When Dr. Boyd was asked her
personal views on the subject of
birth control she answered that
she had had little experience with
the problem on a personal level
and was "thankful that It's one
less problem that I have." She
fully sympathizes with married
couples who must face the idea
of birth control but "with un
married couples I just don't think
the problem should exist. The
subject is just taboo."

Leicester Airport Presents
Rock and Blues Concerts
Leicester Airport, known also
as the Mad Hatter, in an attempt
to change its image from that of
a teen-age discotheque to a college
-age rock and blues nightspot, has
recently featured weekly even
ings of national and local rockblues groups on Fridays and Sa
turdays.
Featured there recently were
"The Enchanted Forest", an allgirl rock group who have attained
national attention after their app
earance on The Ed Sullivan Show.
Future
performers scheduled
include "Spirit", "Wild Thing",
"The Zombies", "Guess Who",
Charlie Musselwhite, famed Chi
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cago blues artist, and an evening
of Oldies including Fats Domino.
Making their Worcester debut
there several weeks ago was a
new group formed from several
national and one regional group,
"Black Watch". Formed four
months ago, the group is compos
ed of Bruce de Sousa, lead gui
tarist, formerly with the Vanilla
Fudge; Bob Sturgill,onrythym gui
tar, from Clear Flame (who when
not singing, plays his guitar with
his teeth, Jimi- Hendrix style);
drummer Mike Patterson, for
merly with the Outsiders; a n d
Marty Norris, lead guitar and vo
calist formerly with a regional
group, "The Joneses".

Displaying great versatility, the
band played songs ranging from
the backwoods FORTUNE SON,
the rocking COMMUNICATION
BREAKDOWN, to the gentle, easy
DON'T LET THE SUN CATCH
YOU CRYING.
A total-motion
technique is used in their wild
version of the Who's MY GEN
ERATION. The group will be play
ing area clubs such as the Boston
Tea Party before launching a na
tional tour.
The Mad Hatter will be spon
soring more college-geared events
including such things as Sunday
Jam sessions and hootenanys and
skimobile races.

ASSUMPTION
COLLEGE

BOOK
STORE

/

The Draft Lottery: Boon or Boondoggle?"
DR. MICHAEL TRUE
Associate Professor of English, Assumption
DR. TROWBRIDGE H. FORD
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Holy Cross

Friday, February 20, Channel 27, 8:30 P.M.
Discussion: "Are the Liberal Arts Meaning
less in a Technological Society?"
REV. GEORGES BISSONETTE, A.A.
Pres. Assumption
DR. GEORGE W. HAZZARD
Pres. Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Interested students may obtain tickets to
show by phoning WSMW-TV-798-8111.

ECOflOmiC IflStitlitG
To Be Held Again
Assumption College will hold
its fifth Summer Institute in Ec
onomics this summer. The Insti
tute is sponsored by the National
Science Foundation and Assump
tion College.
The Institute will receive about
$1,000 for each member enrolled
for a total grant of $38,000 from
the National Science Foundation.
This money will be used in the
form of stipends, each student
receiving $450 in three in
stallments of $150 Additional
stipends are given to members
with dependents, including up to
four children. The Institute will
last six weeks, and will include
only 36 participants. Applications
are received from all over the
United States and several foreign
countries.
T h e Institute i s a rigorous
course
in economic analysis,
and is taught as a social science.
Th scope of the course is the
development of high school cur
ricula and is designed for the im
provement of the teaching of ec
onomics. The Institute will present
the equivalent of a one-year course
in Economic Analysis covering:
Basic economic conceptions and
National Income, Determination of
National Income and its fluctua
tions, Composition and pricing of
National Output, Distribution of
Income, International trade and
finance, and current economic pro
blems.
THE

HUNTSHOP

The objectives of the institute
are several. First, to strengthen
the participant's knowledge of
Economics as a social science;
second,
to assist teachers in
improving the content of their
courses in economics; lastly, to
bring teachers abreast of t h e
recent developments in the area
of Economics and of the Economic
problems in our society.
A special feature of the Insti
tute here is the three-dimensional
graph, a patent-pending innovation
of Mr. John Heffernan. This makes
economic trends easier to com
prehend and observe by pointing
out not only the economic factors
involved, such as supply and de
mand, but also these factors over
a period of time. The members of
the institute will be given the op
portunity to study and constrct
these three-dimensional graphs.
The Institute is open to teach'
ers and subject-matter super'
visors on the secondary level who
are either presently teaching 2
full course in Economics or whose
program for the academic year
1970-1971 will include such a course
The applicants must hold a Bache
lor's degree, and must have been
teaching for at least three years.
The Institute is headed by Dr,
George A. Doyle, and his assist
ants Mr. John T. Heffernan, and
Dr. James L. McCarthy, all pre
sently teaching at Assumption.

MEN'S

BOUTIQUE

1092 Pleasant St.
Worcester, Mass.
Tatnuck Square
OPENING MARCH 2nd

Mon. - Sat. 10 - 5:30
Eves. Wed. Thu. Fri. until 9

f
reacW

>

Monday, February 23, Channel 27, 8:30 P.M.

stuff
nice sfuff

i
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Provocateur Survey:
Students on the Board of Trustees?

Student representation on the Board of Trustees, in some capacity, is vital to
an academic community. I don't think that a community, in the complete sense of
the word, can exist until all three partners are able to share in the direction of
the College.
William S. Paley, CBS Board Chairman and Columbia University Trustee, raised
Uns question in a commencement address at the University of Pennsylvania- "I
do question the soundness today of the old theory of trustees as a small, selfperpetuating group of interested laymen, many chosen for life, into whose custody
the full character and conduct of the university are reposed. Some modification of
this role seems to me essential."
I believe that Assumption College, like many other colleges across the nation,
is in desperate need of "some modification of this role." To initiate this modification, I would be in favor of student representation on all working committees of
the Board of Trustees, as Kingman Brewster, President of Yale University has
suggested.
"
Because the real work of the Board is done within committees, I think that Brew
ster s plan offers Assumption students the most viable avenue of representation.
With two student representatives on the Board, difficult problems arise: 1. As
trustees, the students would be voting on committee reports in which they are not
represented. 2. In order to BE represented in committees, these same two stu
dents would be forced to serve on many committees simultaneously, a time con
suming and unenviable position. 3. With only two students in this position of great
power ' and responsibility, the question may well be raised that they do not and
cannot> represent the entire student body effectively.

I think that it is far more advantageous to the student body of
Assumption to vote for and secure student representation on the
working committees for the following reasons: 1. We would then
be assured of a voice in all committees and subsequent committee
reports. Nothing is voted upon in Board meetings that has not been
studied, voted upon, and reported by a committee. 2. The student
committee representatives would be selected by the SGA from the
student body at large, insuring a broader scope of representation.
3. The work done by the many committees would be divided among
many students, rather than just two. 4. Students would be able to
actually WORK with the other members of the community to build
the academic community, rather than sitting in a meeting four times
a year.
With students working on the various trustee committees in a
voting capacity, I feel that our common goal of an Assumption College
academic community - in which all members share the work, as
well as the benefits - will be closer to fruition.
Charles Harvey
S.G.A. President
In response to your request for a short statement outlining
my approval or disapproval of students on the Board of Trustees
I make the following observations. The question cannot be ans
wered without first determining the problem to which this proposal
is submitted as an answer. What is the ultimate end for which
student membership is but a means? And can we be certain that
this is actually the best means available? Are there noble alter
natives?
I cannot share the enthusiasm of some individuals and/or
schools with regard to this proposal, simply because it has not
been sufficiently thought out. Furthermore, my basic even though
limited experience in administration suggests the need for an
official decision - making body to seek broad consultation with
different groups but then to engage in the actual decision-making
process for the good of the institution in isolation and with the
objectivity which is required of good leaders. In short, I am not
prepared to conclude regarding this matter.

Trying to predict the outcome of a democratic process can lead to grief. There
are many forces at work other than logic and only logic is predictable. The chief
executive cannot enjoy the intellectual exercise of solving hypothetical problems.
e has his hands full dealing with real questions—those on which the opinions of
his constituency have already gelled.
As soon as the poll of the student body on the question of student representation
on the Board of Trustees has produced a majority and a minority, I shall be happy
to present these results to the Trustees and provide the means whereby the majority
position can be explained to the Trustees by duly accredited spokesmen for the
majority. Then the deliberations of the Board can be as thorough as this weighty
question warrants.
Taking a position on the question prior to the expression of the opinion of the
student body would be a form of external pressure exercised on the students and
l would vitiate the democratic process by deterring some from voting on the grounds
--should I show approval—that I have the means of having my opinion prevail even
without an expression of student opinion, and others might be deterred—should
show disapproval—on the grounds that the question is already decided in my mind
so 'what's the use of bucking city hall?"
For the time being, I must keep my opinion to myself and enter the deliberations
publicly only after the poll has produced a majority and a minority position
Thanks.
Georges Bissonette,
President
Assumption College

Vote for one:

SAMPLE BALLOT

1 do not favor

student representation on the Board of
Trustees in any capacity.
f favor students on the Board of Trustees in an advisory
capacity (No Vote.)
3 . 1 favor students o n t h e Board o f Trustees w i t h a vote.
4 . 1 favor student representation o n Trustee working c o m 
mittees.
A Student Poll will he held on Monday, February 15,1970
in the Post Office from ,10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sincerely yours,
Oscar E. Remick,
Vice President and
Academic Dean
In answer to your request, I can only say that my own opinion
on the subject is not yet completely formed. The idea of adding
students to the Boards of Trustees of colleges is a relatively new
one, at least as far as this country is concerned. The practice has
of course long been in existence in certain Latin American univer
sities, but the doubtful success of that experiment in populistic
democracy has not been such as to warrant undue optimism on
the part of anyone who might wish to introduce it here.
One should not be against an idea because it is new or, for that
matter, because it is old; but neither should one be for it simply
because it is new or old. What is needed is a serious and objective
study of the whole problem. To facilitate that study, I would urge the
advocates of student representation to begin by setting forth clearly
and forcefully the reasons for which they think such a move would
be a good one. In order to avoid possible confusion, I might point out
that the Board of Trustees is not by its nature a representative group.
Its members are not there to defend their own interests or those of
any particular segment of the college community that they might "re
present." If such were the case, every other important group would
have to be represented on it as well. Whether this new Board would be
better equipped to deal with the kinds of problems that Trustees are
called upon to discuss and for which they must assume ultimate
responsibility is a big question in anybody's mind.
I am open to all sorts of suggestions from any quarter. Pending
further enlightenment, however, I can only say, on the basis of the
experience of recent years, that much more is expected of students
nowadays than anything they would normally be able to contribute
by sitting on a Board of Trustees. I, for one, am deeply impressed
by what has been done along the lines of student participation else
where (e.g., at Notre Dame) through a genuinely representative
All-University Forum and especially through a strong/active, com
petent, and well-organized Student Life Council, both of which seem
to provide a far more adequate means of giving to students (and
everyone else concerned) the voice that they legitimately demand in
college governance.
Ernest L. Fortin
Chairman, Board of Trustees

YOU CAN MAKE GOOD
AND DO GOOD IN AN ffTNA CAREER
Insurance is a service business. It serves people. What
ever your major, you can satisfy your pocketbook and
your conscience in one of these basic career areas:
• ADMINISTRATIVE
• ANALYTICAL
• SALES MANAGEMENT

If you'd like to hear more about doing your thing at
iEtna, here's what to do:
• Ask for a copy of "Your Own Thing"
at your Placement office.

LIFE fit CASUALTY

• Make an appointment to see
our representative. He'll be

on campus on:

February 19, 1970

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and a JOBS-participating company.
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Black at Assumption Part Four:

A;

c
;
U,L May 20 i960 the ad

hoc committee on AfroAmerican studies, establ
ished by Oscar Remick
Iico months e a r l i e r
learned that eight black
students had made appli
cations for admissions to
Assumption, had been ac
cepted by the Admissions
Committee, which normal
ly occure between Febru
ary and March, but had
not yet learned whether
they were eligible for fi
nancial aid from the col
lege. From then until
•July, the committee tried
to procure such aid from
the college. From, then
until July, the committee
tried to procure such aid
from the Dean's office,
from the Administrative
Council, and finally, from
the Trustees themselves.
Before this issue was fi
nalized, successfully being
Black at Assumption had
become a major policy is
sue for the administration
and our trustees. The fol
lowing is the major por
tions of a memo to Mr.
Frank Ryan a member of
the Executive Committee
of the Board of Trustees.
That memo argued for fi
nancial aid for the eight
students. At the same
time, however, it devel
oped a policy position and
guidelines which the com
mittee felt anad still feels
are approximate for a
white, church related li
beral arts college. It at
tempts to describe some
of the basic issues as we
confront the racial crisis
in higher education.
Dr. Charles W. Estus
Black Studies Committee
A,
Black Students and the
Educative Process
"It is no secret that gen
erations of Negro citizens have
been denied equality of oppor
tunity in our public schools."
These words, taken from Wa
llace Mendelson's DISCRIMIN
ATION; BASED ON THE REP
ORT OF THE UNITED STATES

COMM:SSION

ON

CIVIL

RIGHTS (Englewood
Cliffs,
1962; p. 33)f are the comments
of one man, but they represent
the thinking of all who have
completed major studies of Am
erican schools and their rela
tion to the black man (see,
for instance, Charles E. Silberman, CRISIS IN BLACK AND
WHITE;
James B. Conant,
SLUMS AND SUBURBS; Law
rence A. Cremin, THE TRAN
SFORMATION
OF
THE
SCHOOL;
Jonathan Kozol,
DEATH AT AN EARLY AGE;
Frank Riessman, THE CULT
URALLY DEPRIVED CHILD;
the report of the Kerner Com
mission). The factors behind
| this denial of equal education
opportunity are many, since

and the Black Student: A Policy Crisis

they stem not only from the
make-up of our schools but,
in a more complex and ins
idious fashion, from the make
up of our society. It is quite
common, for example, that
schools having large minor
ity group concentrations are
relatively overcrowded, are
staffed with relatively inex
perienced or indifferent tea
chers, or are otherwise . in
ferior, especially in large ci
ties. In addition to these pro
blems, minority group chil
dren are handicapped by such
factors as immigration, hou
sing and employment discri
mination, family and communi
ty disorganization, and lack of
motivation. The majority of
blacks are caught in a vicious
cycle: academic performance
is highly correlated with family
income (Silberman, p. 260).
Thus, discrimination in em
ployment, has a direct bearing
on the scholastic achievement
of black students.
Yet, in a
world of growing professiona
lism within the labor force, to
be uneducated is to be virtually
unemployable. Not surprisingly
then, works like BLACK LIKE
ME and IN WHITE AMERICA
and the studies of men as dif
ferent as Silberman andStokely
Carmichael lead to one con
clusion: that the average white
man simply have no compre
hension of the plight of the
blacks, or of the pervasive
ness of the often unconscious
racism of white America which
forces blacks to live as they do.
Since, then, blacks are effec
tively cut off from adequately
preparing themselves for col
lege according to conventional
standards, even as the need for
college
education
becomes
almost obligatory in our society
institutions of higher learning
have a moral obligation to apply
to themselves what the Com
mission on Civil Rights has in
terpreted as the Supreme Court
pronouncements on school se
gregation:
1) All school authorities have
the duty to right this inequality.
The primary responsibility for
elucidating, assessing, and
solving the problems of dese
gregation rests with the school
authorities; and
2) In many locations this
duty would require immediate
general admission of Negroes.
In point of fact, the number
of programs instituted by coh
leges and universities to aid
black students indicates that
such responsibility is" already
widely realized within the aca
demic community.
B. Black
Students and the Church.
Institutions operated under
Roman Catholic auspices are
under unique pressures to be
active in support of black edu
cation. It is worth remember
ing that many American Catho
lic colleges and universities
are conducted by congregations
of religious originally founded

Assumption College
PARIS STUDY TRIP
June 30 to Aug. 26
$260 to $745
Graduate and Undergradupte
Credits in French — Living Accommodations.
Limited registration. Write:
ACADEMIC DEAN
500 Salisbury St.
Worcester, Mass.

for the specific purpose of edu
cating those barred from exist
ing public and private institu
tions because of poverty or
other forms of discrimination.
Today, however, it is not un
common to read, in the words
of Douglas J. Roche, that "no
where is the identification of
the Church with the white
middleclass more complete than
in the United States. . ." THE
CATHOLIC REVOLUTION, New
York, 1968, p. 49). Such identi
fication, however, has not been
without its consequences. On
one hand, pockets of tradition
ally Catholic groups—Cubans,
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans—who
have not yet entered the middle
class in large numbers, have
found that the American Catho
lic Church has little to say to
them, and have abandoned it
in large numbers. On the other,
as John J. Kirvan, C.S.P., de
monstrates in THE RESTLESS
BELIEVERS (New Jersey, 1966)
that middle-class white Catho
lic youths, more concerned than
their parents with the plight
of minorities, have grown skep
tical of the gap separating Cath
olic social pronouncements
from Catholic social practice,
and are also abandoning the for
mal church. (Skepticism among
black Catholic youth is even
greater. See "Being Black on
a Catholic Campus", NCR, June
4, 1969, pp. 6-7).
Catholic academic institu
tions, it is generally agreed,
are facing a crisis. All too
frequently, their difficulties are
seen only in financial terms.
Great as these may be, it is
a
mistake
to concentrate
entirely upon them, for any
approach to the problems of
Catholic education which over
looks the disaffection among the
young and among those groups
whom the church has tradi
tionally championed can only
have short-term results. Pro
minent Catholic observers of
the academic scene, such as
Jacqueline Grennan and Phillip
Scharper, have already warned
that Catholic education cannot
remain devoted to the STATUS
QUO and still survive. A com
mitment to the black community
not in words but in action and
in money, would be a clear sign
of necessary revitalization in
the Church's social program
and perhaps a step in winning
back the alienated, without
whom the future is problem
atic.
Even more basically,
such a commitment would in
fuse much-needed life into a
school system suffocating in
its social and intellectual com
placency.
C. Black Students and Assump
tion
It is important now to relate
the foregoing material to the
situation at Assumption today.
The issues are three-fold: Are
there black students who should
be encouraged to seek higher
education at Assumption Col

lege?
If so, why should Assumption
in particular be the college to
accept them? What is the real
financial outlay required to
bring black students on campus?
The norms for assistance are
generally agreed to be ability
and need. These norms, how
ever, as has been suggested in
the discussion of Black Students
and the Educative Process, can
not be the same for blacks as
they are for whites, since, even
when both groups attend the
same schools, black students
as a group are ultimately handi
capped
by socio-economic
pressures not faced by white
students as a group. Financially
this means that their parents
are less likely than white par
ents to be able to support their
education; it also means among
other things, that because their
vocational opportunities are
fewer and their financial pros
pects lower, they are less likely
than white students to be con
sidered good loan risks, or even
to seek loans. The white noncollege student, too, has many
more vocational opportunities
(including many that will fin
ance his education on a parttime basis) than his black equi
valent: thus the inability to
afford a college education.
Accordingly, while the need of
a given black student may seem
ingly be no greater, in terms
of dollars and cents, than that
of a white student, the attendant
pressures
and
limitations
placed by our society on the
black student make his depen
dence upon scholarship money
far more severe than that of
the white.
Similarly, scholastic ach
ievement and potential are eva
luated differently, and with
more difficulty, with black stu
dents than with white. Edu
cators generally agree that
standardized
tests used to
determine readiness for college
are weighted toward white su
burban middleclass experience,
with the result that not only
blacks but also rural of poor
whites are at a disadvantage
in taking them. Since black
students, for a variety of rea
sons, are often less motivated
to study than whites, grades are
not as reliable as indicators
of future academic success as
they generally are in the case
of whites. Usually then, aca
demic improvement over the
high school years and evidence
of motivation for college study
are examined carefully in con
sidering black applicants for
college.
Examined by these standards
the black students who have
applied to Assumption in the
past and have been accepted
by Assumption have been judged
worthy of financial assistance.
It is especially pertinent to
note that three threads run
through the recommendations
for them: they are serious,

SAVE

Next Copy
Deadline
Feb. 23

ON

capable individuals; they are
highly motivated toward col
lege; and their limited back
grounds have posed problems
which can likely be overcome
in the atmosphere of a small
college.
Why Assumption?
The conditions outlined in
the first two sections of this
paper provide a basic case for
the development
of a black
scholarship program. There
are, however, more specific
reasons why Assumption should
be Interested in potential black
students in its student body.
A. These students have the
talent to succeed in our acad- ,
emic program, given encoura
gement and personal attention.
They are not the products of
slum schools, but have demon
strated their abilities in com
petition
with
middle-class
whites. They do not have ex
traordinary needs which As
sumption cannot meet; other
wise, we would not urge ad
mitting them.
B. Granted that there may
be initial problems for these
students in adjusting to us and
we to them:
1. Similar problems will be
faced by the coeds; yet that
has not been a reason for refus
ing them;
2. The friendly, helpful small
-college atmosphere, with the
close faculty-student and stu
dent-student relationship which
Assumption . has traditionally
cherished, should be a con
siderable asset in furthering
the motivation of these students
just as it is with others; and
3. The growing awareness
among both faculty and students
of the need to assume our re
sponsibilities in this area—
whether reflected in the peti
tions for courses in AfroAmerican studies or in service
projects such as those spon
sored by Humanities—suggests
that black students will be wel
comed here in an open, positive
helpful spirit.
Points B2 and B3 are especi
ally important, for educators
and sociologists consistently
maintain that motivation of both
teacher and student is the key
factor in the successful edu
cation of black students ( see
Mendelson, pp. 58-60; Silber
man, 258-266).
The success
of the Banneker Program in
St. Louis is instructive. This
grammar school achieved out
standing results with black stu
dents by employing "a lot of
imagination and very little extra
money," the key being re
sourceful leadership which in
spired both teachers and stu
dents to their best efforts as
well as emphasis on education
as a personal process
(Mendelson p. 54) Assu
mption has the
tradition
the talent, and the determin
ation, we believe, to achieve
comparable success here.
(To be concluded)
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The Faculty Forum
"Education at Assumption"
I think I can best express what I take education to be if I were to say that a li
beral arts college ought to be about the business of liberating people, their heads
from all the cultural baggage and clap-trap that we're presented with as members
of our particular society.
Now, I don't mean that to
be a New Left statement of edu
cation. I think this is what lib
eral education has always been.
That is, a liberal arts college
ought to be about the business
of changing people, changing the
way they have their heads on, whe
ther it be through the examina
tion of the past or the critical
analysis of the present or some
times at attempting to describe the
future...
It's a process in which all hu
man experience, ALL human ex
perience, from the way you de
fecate to the way you think, is
fair game for the critical ana
lysis of the scholar. NOTHING
that happens to man should be
foreign to this campus. NOTHING,
It should be open. It should be
free. It should be continually selfcritical. The life-style of this cam
pus should be one of continual
revolution, one in which last years
procedures should be examined,
next year's procedures are up
for grabs. Nothing is certain ex
cept that human beings, together,
create some kind of real experi
ence for one another.
The end of this process, the
r\„ ri i
result of this process, it seems
c .
Ur. Charles Estus

to

me
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Dr. Oscar Ramick

...In the administration, we definitely have strengths that Amherst or William's
does not have and we should be devoting our attention in capitalizing on these
strengths rather than complaining about those things we do not have....
We have a built-in ideal in our heritage. All we have to do is to stand up and
continue to clarify and to be concerned with an ultimate goal and not with security
and adjustment and prosperity...
I would strongly recommend that we attempt to develop an educational system
that represents the interests, the passions, and the needs of the STUDENTS as
well as those of the Treasurer, the Board of Trustees, and the faculty.
Secondly, that we as a Church-related college, should strive to establish a more
satisfactory relationship among learning, curriculum and academic credentials,
so that in this striving we don't loose sight of what it's all about
Thirdly, we should provide op
portunities for descent and as
cent as to show the strengths and
the need for Christianity in the
twentieth century.
Fourthly, to me a very impor
tant area in my own livlihood,
that we should articulate on what
values we stand for and make it
known for everybody. This doesn't
mean that we necessarily have to
moralize on people asfar as par to
tals and so forth or we have to
pass judgement. Gut it does mean
that we stand for something and
that we're not going to stand for
mediocracy.

hu_

manity, to help us to say the
word brother and sister to one
another, to discover, if you will,
our own self in the other person,
to tear down barriers that stand
between us«-age barriers, sex
barriers—to destroy aU that bag
gage which keeps us apart.
Therefore it is a place to maximize human choice, not minimize them but maximize
human choice and by its very definition, maximizing your responsibility and my
responsibility for creating a world together in a community...
And it's that kind of new way at looking at one's self creates all types of new
possibilities for me. But on the whole, I think our problem is that we're stiU sur
rounded by reinforcements of the very culture we should be critically examining.
Take grades for example...
Learning is reduced to a kind of performance measure. And our lives hang in
the balance. The scene at the mail boxes when the grades came out is a terrifying
scene—human beings who somehow feel that they as persons are reaUy displayed
on those little pieces of paper behind that little sign. When that type of reduction
of human life ought to be a part of our data and not a part of our lives. We ought
to ask what happens to people whose lives are measured in terms of their capacity
to perform

The first thing I see at Assum
ption is an inferiority complex
on both the students' side and the
administration. Students feel intelectually inferior in comparison
to the norms that seem to be set
by our society, college board sco
res, prestigous high schools, upper
ranks in your class and so forth.
The other side of that is the Ad
ministration which constantly
seems to be moving outside it
self rather than devoting its at
tention to introspection, always
trying to measure up to the Am
herst, Williams, Holy Cross, and
so forth when, to me, it should
be devoting its attention to what
it has right here.
The second area is in terms of
confusion as to where Assumption
stands today in terms of its ori
gins as a Church-related college
and as a Christian school How
can it continue to present the
ideal and not be confused with the
elements of fear and habit?
The third area is something
I can't identify but, to use words
I'll try to say, a feeling of in
security and lack of trust be
tween the members of the com
munity. I feel that this is pro•

Mr. Richard Wotruba
bably the results of the changes
that have occurred here in the
last few years, specifically in
the curriculum, the administra
tion and, oh yes, the out of class
room activities.

Mr. John Burke

It seems to me that the most
prominent ideas of what educa
tion is aU about is that it in
volves training for professional
business or technical career. It
seems to me that much of the
activity in this college and many
of the expressed motivation of
students and faculty alike are to
this effect. The purpose is preprofessional training. The pur
pose is some sort of prepara
tion for an occupation or career.

A second conception of education, one that I think is waning...is the notion that
the college has as its purpose the indoctrination of students of feeding them ideas
about religion, society, in order to produce good Catholics or good citizens
A third notion is that college is a kind of data-processing center. The purpose
of faculty and student alike is to accumulate information and ideas and to organize
to memorize...and to exchange information and ideas...
A fourth notion...seems to be
that it is or ought to be an instr
ument of reform or revolutionary
change. Rather than responding
to the demands of society, this
conception seems to assert de
mands on society and it seems to
me that it is the kin, the brother
of the first notion. Both seem to
regard the primary purpose of
education and the activity that
goes on in College as for social
betterment of one kind or ano
ther...
And fifth, there is a very old,
very visional conception...is that
the purpose of this activity is
contemplation, reflection, and the
orizing.
Only the fifth is distinguished
as theoretical rather than prac
tical. Or, in the other language
I used, the first four are servile
and the fifth is the liberal. And,
the CoUege has identified itself
as an institution of liberal edu
cation.
Now, I find at Assumption here
explicitly or implicitly, all of these
ideals. The activities of the Col
lege does not seem to be single
minded. We do not seem to share
an activity in pursuit of one of
these goals or all of them ac
cording to a certain order of
priorities upon which we are ag
reed...
...So the crucial question is whe
ther reflection, contemplation, and

(Cont. on pg. 10, col. 1)

Dr. John Crutcher
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Bridge
Over
Troubled

Water

Editorial
Cinema
at
Assumption
The second semester is upon us and it would ap
pear that it is to be one of cultural sterility, although
most of the major committees concerned with promot
ing the Arts are still in the process of formulating
their programs. The only committee that has complet
ed its calendar of events, for the current semester, is
the Cinema Committee, chairmaned by Bill O'Dea.
There is little chance that the films selected by
the Cinema Committee will enable us to rise above
the cultural void that we, as a college community,
are in — and are apt to remain in this semester. Their
calendar is oriented towards commercial films and, at
best, the vast majority of these films are second rate.
Few, if any, of these films would serve to illustrate
the original, creative, and artistic cinematic tech
niques of better film makers or offer much intellect
tual stimulation.
At Assumption there is a need to screen films that
will provide entertainment but, at the same time,
more artistic and fulfilling films must also be exhi
bited. Both types of audiences are present here and
both must be served. The Cinema Committee is en*
dowed by S.G.A. funds to serve the entire student
body and is not at liberty to impose the personal tastes
of its members upon the community They are neither
using their funds to serve the entire community nor
to enhance the position of the Arts on this, a Liberal
Arts, campus. This tendency must not be allowed to
go unchallenged, for it represents a gross mis-use of
funds, imposition of personal prejudices, and a ma
jor blow to the educational potential of extra-curricu
lar activities.

Assumption's Cultural Calendar — Spring 1970
Drama Committee — Theater trip to New York City
February 20-22
Music Committee — Plans not available at this time
Poetry Readings — No definite plans due to absence of
sponsor
Art Committee — Exhibitions to be announced
Cinema Committee — Feb. 12, IN COLD BLOOD
Mar. 5, MURDERER'S ROW
Mar. 12, HARPER
Apr. 2, I LOVE YOU ALICE B.
TOKLAS
Apri. 9, SANDPEBBLES
Apr. 23, THE BOSTON STRANGLER
Apr. 28, WHAT'S NEW PUSSY
CAT?
May 7, THE DIRTY DOZEN
Genesians — In March: ROMANOFF AND JULIET
To be announced: THE GLASS MENAGERIE

Simon and Garfunkel...
...Successfully Sad
by Joseph Leary
Simon and Garfunkel are, without a doubt, the
least prolific of the established pop singers. But
their songs show the time and effort spent on
them. From 1964 to 1966, they produced one
album a year, three short albums that evolved
from the pure folk styles of "Wednesday Morn
ing, 3 A.M." tothe highly orchestrated, carefully
wrought poetry of "Parsley Sage, Rosemary and
Thyme." A year and a half later "Bookends" ap
peared; taken individually, its songs were good,
but they were put together in a half-hearted
attempt at a "concept" album a la "Sgt. Pepper."
Side one was too brief in its exploration of
loneliness and alienation from childhood to old
age; and Side two was filled up with old singles
and songs cut from the "Graduate" soundtrack.
But a change in their style was apparent. There
was little of the elegant metaphor of songs like
"Sounds of Silence" or "The Dangling Conver
sation"; instead, the words and phrases of
everyday life made their songs more direct
(except for the almost indecipherable "Punky's
Dilemma"), and less self-consciously poetic.
We waited two years; one single and one TV
special reassured us that they were still around.
Now, finally, Simon and Garfunkel have produced
a new album, "Bridge Over Troubled Water."
As impatient, even desperate, as I became, it
was worth the wait. Paul Simon's lyrics remain
in the style of "Bookends," simple but carefully
written. "Bridge" also succeeds as a "concept"
album; it explores the recurrent Paul Simon
themes, loneliness and alienation, from various
points of view, humorous to wistful to tragic.
The album opens with the title song, the
outstanding number in this collection. "Bridge
Over Troubled Water" resembles a spiritual
in melody and lyrics, and it soars with the same
grandeur, thanks to just the right orchestration.
It begins softly, delicately, with only a piano
accompanying Art Garfunkel as he sings, "When
you're weary, feeling small,/ When tears are
in your eyes, I will dry them all...Like a bridge
over troubled water, I will lay me down."
Gradually, a background of violins and drums
appears, forming a wall of sound against which
his voice crashes in an overpowering climax.
Listen to this song, and try to deny that Art
Garfunkel is one of the extraordinary male
vocalists in pop music.
Then, too, what great material he and Simon
work with. In all of Paul Simon's best songs,
lyric and melody could stand separately, com
plete in themselves, yet together they comple
ment each other perfectly. It is hard to imagine
another musical treatment for a lyric with such
a lowly, yet noble meaning. In readiness to help
another, the needs of the self are not even
mentioned.
From there Simon and Garfunkel investigate

the dreams and situations of those who are
"weary, feeling small." "El Condor Pasa"
speaks of the yearning to be free, to rise above
the commonplace. Though the words are set to at
eighteenth-century Peruvian folk melody, the
music has a definite Greek quality about it,
hinting at a Zorba-like desire to LIVE.
"Cecilia," "Why Don't You Write Me
th
and "Bye Bye Love" are songs about unfaithful
girl friends. You can look at them two ways,
19
Either the lighthearted rhythm doesn't fit the
sad lyrics, and the songs are failures, or they
work because they convey a little more optimism
than a slow, mournful melody. But enjoy them;
they weren't meant to be analyzed. The first he
are original compositions, done with a jaunty
"Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da" beat, and the lyrici
aren't that sad anyway, lightened as they are
with touches of wry humor. "Bye Bye Love"
is the old Everly Brothers tune, Simon and Garfunkel's concession to the rock-'n'-roll revival
Incidentally, it shows how much they alwayi
sounded like the Everly Brothers. Did anyont
ever notice it befpre?
Last year's single, "The Boxer," is also
included in this collection. Like the new sonj,
"Keep the Customer Satisfied," it speaks of
.defeat, flight, yearning for home. Musically, it
features some of the best guitar work on the
album, and an endless fadeout that sweeps yoo
along like the Beatles' "Hey Jude"or Donovan's
"Atlantis." The flip side, "Baby Driver," ^
doesn't fit in with the theme of this album un- r
less you push it hard enough. Maybe this guy
has no worries because his interests, cars and
sex, are so superficial. Maybe it's comedy re
lief. Just guessing. Yes? No? Maybe?
^
Two songs deal with separated friends. One^
is a curious wistful little number, "So Long,
Frank Lloyd Wright," set even more curiously
to a bossa nova rhythm. The other is one of the
three or four best songs on the album, "The
only Living Boy in New York." Recalling Simoa
and Garfunkel's "America" in its alternate
passion and calm, it expresses a similar be
wilderment: "Half of the time we're gone, but
we don't know where."
With "Song for the Asking," the album comes
full circle: "Here is my song for the asking,/
Ask me and I will play/ So sweetly I'll mate
you smile. "But it seems as if the singer has
been changed by the different roles he has
taken. He pleads, "Take it, don't turn away,/
I've been waiting all my life." In other words,
I am here if you need me, but I need you too,
Like a bridge over troubled water, Simon and
Garfunkel have spanned a variety of sad sceneq
carrying us safely across them. And, when we
reach the other side, we realize that each of us
must become a bridge over the other's troubled
water.

...In Troubled Water
When Art Garfunkel apologetically accepted
the 1968 Grammy Song of the Year award for
MRS ROBINSON on behalf of Paul Simon who
chose not to attend, refusing to wear the cus
tomary tuxedo, the audience laughed. I wonder
now though aboutSimon, the temperamental man,
the sensitive post whose convictions, feelings
and confusions those who love his music have
come to know so well; the troubled mind has
given us DANGLING CONVERSATION, SOUNDS
OF SILENCE, feelings, points of view all,
combined with a unique right hand style on
guitar which have made the music so unmis
takably his, so much Paul Simon. I wonder,
in picking u- p BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED
WATER if it is that he has been away from his
music too long. I feel like he has almost given
up trying to find that point of view, that question
in SO LONG, FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, written
to the harmonious creativity of the famous
architect, he seems to cry the loss of his own
creativity: "I'll remember Frank LloydWright.
All of the nights we'd harmonize till dawn
Architects may come and architects may go
and never change your point of view. When I
run dry I stop awhile and think of you."
Simon, whose guitar spoke, interweaving bass
and treble, a hammer, a slur OVERS BOOKENDS OLD FRIENDS has taken to pounding on
his big Guild 12-string. Where the beautiful
haunting strings once picked out EMILY now
comes Tommy Roe and his drums in CECILIA;
Baby Driver is wondering how a certain some
one's engines feel, making love to Cecilia in
his bedroom, a snatch of the Beatles, one sweet
dream, o bla di; attempts perhaps to keep up
with present trends in popular music. But they

m

by Tony Clemenli
are not Paul Simon, they are poor and they
do not match BOOKENDS, PARSLEY SAGE
Even SAVE THE LIFE OF MY CHILD, oh
my grace I've got no hiding place retained
that certain something of their creator, the
Simon taste, something which in these selec
tions has fallen off. We remember the album
SOUNDS OF SILENCE and the words "Just
for fun" following WE'VE GOT A GROOVY
THING GOIN'. Is is just for fun now? I won
der. Or is it just something which Paul Simon
has managed to assemble at the surface for
every S & G fan to buy to complete his collec
tion saying, "if it's Simon, it's got to be good."
Despite these weak selections however the
album is not without its excellent points. In
spiration, it is true, cannot be controlled and
the confusion, the lonliness and comforts come
through at times; then we can feel Simon's
music. BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER,
'musically simple yet majestic with beautiful
imagery is accompanied by a piano which fits
the mood. Simon's poetry is moving and Gar
funkel's voice lends it such feeling. In my opinion
the two best selections on the album are THE
BOXER and THE ONLY LIVING BOY IN NEW
YORK. Within the BOXER'S boom-tick comesto
mind the cover picture of WEDNESDAY MORNING 3AM. Like the poem on the underground
wall, the song of the boxer can be heard in
the New York subways, lonely, trying to make
some sense of it all. Here lies the soul oi
Simon's music. (Oh what the right hand can do
with those three « chords).

iraary 13,1970
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B. C. Calendar
John Knowles (Author of A
SEPARATE PEACE) "Why I
Write" February 19, Lyons Hall
8 p.m.

Pablo Casals Mozart's No. 40
in G Minor

Louis Kronenborger- "The
Theatre: Can its Past Lend a
Hand to its Future?" March
2, McGuinn Hall 8 p.m.
"Fanfare for Wordsworth"
(Wordsworth
Bicentenary)

by Michael Farrell

rhe Marlboro Music Festival
rlboro, Vermont has earned
reputation of being one of
leading music centers of
world since its start in
0.
Since he was 20, conducting
3 been an integral part of
bio Casals musical activity,
w, at the age of 92, he is the
emost cellist of the century,
attended the Festival in the
mmer of 1968 where he conited five concerts with the
irlboro Festival Orchestra.
Among the five concerts was
i interpretation of the Mozart
mphony No. 40 in Gmlnor.
mposed three years before
i death at 35, Mozart spent
sut 2 weeks composing the
tire symphony yet it is one
his most memorable and
lebrated works.

Conducted and recorded by
lers countless times before,
s Casals performance is unlely exhilerating. When the
st movement (allegro) should
loud and lively, it is the livest without being brashor dls-
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sonant. When the second move
ment (andante) should be slow
and meloncholy he goes beyond
and makes it tender and beauti
ful.
The first movement begins
with what is known to be one
of Mozart's most beautiful the
mes. It is a dreamy melody
introduced by the violins then
taken up by the full orchestra
where it becomes more lively
and stirring. The second theme
in Bb Major brings us back
again to the serenity of the
opening violin section but is
shared between the woodwinds
and the strings. The develop
ment section is solely con
cerned with the first theme but
this time in the key of F#
minor. In the recapitulation,
Mozart modulates back to G
minor and to the second theme
where he reminds us of the
exposition.
The short coda
ends the first movement with a
dramatic I, V. I cadence.
The second movement is
more meloncholy in compari
son to the first. The first
theme is first introduced by

the violas then repeated in the,
violins and the horns. Again,
as in the first movement, the
development concerns itself
with the first theme and the
second theme returns in the
recapitulation.
The minuet contains a vigor
ous theme by the full orchestra
only to be resolved in the trio
where the strings and wood
winds share a prettier, more
refined melody.
The finale is quite spiritedly
voiced with a new first theme
in the violins. The second
theme in Bb major is again
more graceful but only for a
short time. With a modulation
back to G minor, the piece
ends in the vigorous tempo of
the exposition.
This recording of Pablo
Casals is on the Columbia re
cord label along with Schubert's
Unfinished
Symphony in B
minor. For enjoyable enter
tainment in classical music that
is never boring upon repetition,
this album deserves a promi
nent place in any record collec
tion.

Seascapes and Seers:

Works of Sam and Sophina Coty
Have you ever noticed that most art critics
seem reluctant to criticize, and in their re
views, usually devote a negligible amount of
space to the particular works in question?
Well, I must admit, this has been my tempt
ation after attending the opening of the current
show by Sam and Sophina Coty in the SALON
of LA MAISON FRANCAISE. While it may
be deplored that a critic neglect his job, I
do not feel he alone is to blame.
A critic deals in judgments: values are the
very substance of his trade. But this fact,
central to the critic's existence, is problem
atic in at least two ways: who nowadays is help
ing the critic formulate the values or stand
ards against which he is to compare the works
of a given artist; and what seems to be more
of a problem, who will listen to the critic
who passes judgment, for few if any readers
will recognize the right and duty of the critic
to make these judgments.
The artist himself poses a major problem
as well. Until recently, an artist looked upon
his work as a mode of expression or com
munication. Thus, the critic had to determine
the content of this communication, the depth
of understanding it represented and especially
the degree to which the artist succeeded in
getting his point across. The artists of our
own day (Including those of the late nineteenth
century) have considered this part of their
activity as secondary. The interest has now
turned to experimentation in purely formal
values of color, light, mass, composition,
and space, generally void of a clearly defin
able content. It is then clear, that confronted
with such an art, the critic need no longer
determine how well the artist made his point,
but how originally he succeeded in covering
his canvas or simply HOW he covered it. In
many cases, even the emotion and formally
expressive qualities of expressionist art have
been abandoned.
Sam and Sophina Coty staff and supply their
own Gallery on the North Shore, in Rockport,
Massachusetts. Most, if not all of their paint
ings, originate at this location. They are
likewise directly involved in reproducing their
works for distribution on a large scale at
reduced prices. For those who like to avoid
the dull, flat look of a reproduction, Sam and
Sophina employ a technique that consists in
covering the reproduction with a clear acrylic,
or a similar substance, and going over some
of the areas with a brush to provide a sug-

by Richard Lamoureaux, a.a.
gestlon of the textured original. Once this
rather simple and ingenuous process is com
pleted, the reproduction is framed and sold
for $125. Some of the reproductions, plain
and textured, are on exhibit.
The fifty or so works hung in the present
exhibit are easily divided into four categories.
But for one clown figure, Sam's originals are
pictures of the sea, providing a variety of
views at different times of day or from
different points of view. Sophina's paintings
fall into three categories: landscapes, floral
arrangements and old men figures.
Sam's seascapes, entitled MOONLIGHT
SERENITY, MOONLIGHT REFLECTIONS,
SUNSET SEA, etc., are attractive, realistic
representations, in which the artist plays es
pecially on elements of light and texture. He
emphasizes a variety of textures to be found
in water, foam, driftwood, sky and stone, and
he illumines his scenes with subdued but clearly
discernible light sources generally centrally
placed on the canvas. These works, while
highly decorative and skillfullv executed offer
but a limited insight into the rich and complex
mystery of the sea. The one work by Sam,
which is not a seascape, is a clown on a tight
rope, resembling an idealized Norman Rock
well.
Sophina's works offer more variety. In fact,
almost twice as many works are of her hand.
Her florals, such as BIRTHDAY BOUQUET
and MUMS are like Sam's seascapes, de
corative, but in this case, also lifeless. Pastel
colors and ordinary forms render these works
bland and generally uninteresting. One floral,
SPRING FRAGRANCE, does seem to come to
life by means of Sophina's circular brush
stroke, which in this case seems to unify the
whole canvas and lend a certain dynamism to
what could have ended upbeingarather lifeless
scene. But of course the brush stroke and,
I might add, especiaUy that of the brushstroked reproductions cannot alone produce an
effective work of art.
Her landscapes are unusual. AUTUMN
SONG, all in bright red tones, and THE SPELL
OF SPRING, in a great variety of brilliant
colors, both seem drenched in light of a mys
terious kind, the source of which is con
cealed as well as the shadows that should
normally result.
Sophina's masterworks are without a doubt

(Cont. on pg. 10, col. 1
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Reading from their poems: Jean
Valentine, Ifeanyi Menkiti,John
L'Heureux, April 9, McGuinn
Hall 8 p.m.
Yale Russian Chorus - 11:15
p.m. to 11:45 p.m., Concert
Midnight, The Liturgy of Saint
John Chrysostom, April 11, McElroy.
Martin C. D'Arcy, S.J. "The

Movie Review

Nature of Love: Humanity in a
New Decade", April 15,Higgins
Hall 8 p.m.
Campus Film-makers' Fes
tival, April 23, McGuinn Hall,
8 p.m.
Denise Levertoy, Reading
from her poems, April 27, McElroy, 8 p.m.
Yale Russian Chorus free;
other events $1.50 at the door.

•

The Secret of Santa Vittoria
by David Harvey

Writing for the January 4
issue of The New York Times,
Vincent Canby included Stanley
Kramer's new film, THE
SECRET OF SANTA VITTO
RIA, in his list of the ten
worst films of the year. To
justify his selection, he wrote,
"Kramer's manner of adapting
a small comic novel is to turn
the project into a sort of bu
colic WAR AND PEACE. Rent
several entire Italian towns.
Hire a large proportion of the
members of the Italian film
industry, including such stars
as Anna Magnanl and Vlrna
Lisi. And, just to make sure
that everyone understands that
the whole thing is supposed to
be fake, hire Anthony Quinn
to Impersonate Anthony Quinn
as a big, loud, slovenly boob.
When you've done all that, turn
on the cameras and point them
at your employes." Recalling
Canby's selection of TOPAZ,
as one of the ten best films
of 1969, perhaps it was to ex
pected that he would select THE
SECRET OF SANTA VITTORIA
as one of the year's worst.
Personally, I don't feel that his
categorization of either can be
justified.
Set during World War H, the
action of this film takes place
in the small Italian town of
Santa Vittoria. The story
zeroes
in upon Italo Bombolini (Anthony Quinn), the little
respected, henpecked husband,
and local wine merchant, who,
through a quirk of fate, becomes
Santa Vittoria's mayor. It is
ironic that under his "mis
cast" leadership, the citizens
of Santa Vittoria shake from
themselves the dust that has
settled upon them, during twenty
years of living under Fascist
government. Their rejuven
ation,
under Bombolini's
leadership, brings new meaning
to their lives and gives a new
energy and spirit to life in
Santa Vittoria.
When it is learned that Santa
Vittoria is to be occupied by
the German army, who plan to

confiscate their wine, the citi
zens of Santa Vittoria cleverly
devise a plan to hide 1,200,000 •
bottles of wine. It is this man
euver and the attempts of the
German troops to find the
"missing" wine that dominate
the films dialectic. Although
the dialectic contains little
depth and often appears con
trived, the spirit that emerges
from the newly found unity of
Santa Vittoria's citizens gives
the film enough substance to
overcome its other dialectical
weaknesses.
The most notable character
istic of Kramer's film is the
use of humor. The film contains
many scenes and lines that are
so comical and entertaining that
there is little doubt that they
wiU soon be considered classic.
Perhaps Vincent Canby was
correct when he wrote that
Anthony Quinn Impersonates
Anthony Quinn as, "a big, loud,
slovenly boob," but he has for
gotten that the role of Bombolini would fafl flat if it did
not contain these elements.
Quinn is tremendous and port
rays the role of the mayor with
great compassion, humor and
vitality. Anna Magnanl's per
formance,
as Bombolin's
shrewish wife, is razor sharp
and seething with life and rea
lism. It should also be noted
that it is in this film that Virna
List proves herself to be an
actress.
Although Kramer's film was
apparently made for commer
cial purposes, THE SECRET
OF SANTA VITTORIA trans
cends the commercial film syn
drome. This film is most en
tertaining and, in this age of
social dramas, the genuine
spirit of mankind that emerges
from the film's depiction of
Santa Vittoria's citizen is most
refreshing.
Although THE
SECRET OF SANTA VITTORIA
is not one of the year's best
films, it most definitely is not
one of the year's worst and could
well be the most humorous and
compassionate film of 1969.
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O'Brien Awaits Tense Game
Tomorrow with Rival AIC
For two years, Assumption has
played American International
College in post-season play, and
AIC has come out ahead both times
by a grand total of four points. This
year the AIC game has been sche
duled into the regular season (Feb
ruary 14) and the team remains
the top ranked.
Coach Joseph O'Brien, the A.C.
mentor who, for the past two years
has been outwitted by AIC coach
Callahan, summed up the game in
this way: "Of all the regular
games, this has to be THE game
and until we beat them they de
serve to be no. 1."
According to Coach O'Brien, this
year's game will be a typical A.C.
-A.I.C. game. "Both teams fast
break, and are openminded. De
fensively, they're not as strong
as the last two years. But they
are better offensively. And they
are one of the few teams on our
schedule which does not hesitate to

go as deep as us-ten men."
The coach sees rebounding as
a key for
either team. "Con
trol of the boards will be important.
It's our biggest plus and they're
one of the best rebounding teams
for that also. Danny Small has
been doing the best job in this
department and we feel he can do
the job in any game."
Player-wise Coach O'Brien
thinks Greg Hill is a key for the
Yellow Jackets. "He's a certified
all -american. We have to stop
him and control the boards if we
expect to win. And of course
they have a little more experience
and the national exposure of the
last two years is something which
you can't gauge. It is an important
intangible."
The Hounds' starting line-up,
however, does have a potential
all-american in Jake Jones. Coach
O'Brien sees this as a plus."
Every great team needs a great

by Bob Hunter

player who can dominate like he
did in the N.U. game. He has
finally reached his potential to
be an all-American. And the guy
who is most' underrated by other
teams is Serge (deBari) and he
will have to be a major key,
especially offensively. And this
is seen in the three losses. Serge
got in early foul trouble and we
can't afford that. We need him
in there."
Coach O'Brien compares this
year's team to the other two teams
which have lost to A.I.e. in the
Regional in this way. "Those
teams were better shooting and a
little better rebounding teams.
We've had freshmen playing all
three years. But we hope that
Neal Burgess' recent playing and
Mike Boylan's shooting wiU help
take up the slack caused by the
loss of Boule, Inauen, and O'Conner.'"

Two Chairmen Named Here
Georges L. Bissonnette, A.A.
President, has announced the
appointment of two professors to
the posts of chairmen of the So
ciology and Religious Studies de
partments at Assumption CoUege.
Dr. Joseph G. Green of 19 Uni
versity Drive, Natick Mass., will
head the Sociology department,
beginning Sept. 1, 1970. Dr. Green
has been at Assumption since 1961.
He earned a B.A. from Harvard,
an M.A. from Boston University,
and a Ph.D from the Catholic
University of America.
He has taught at the Catholic
University, Regis College, Uni

versity of Dayton, College of St.
Rose and Villanova University.
He has published several articles
including "The Public Image of
President Kennedy." A member
of the American Sociological So
ciety, the American Catholic So
ciological Society, the American
Academy of Political and Social
Science and Pi Gamma MuNational Social Science Honor So
ciety—Dr. Green has been honored
by being listed in American Men
of Science, Who's Who in American
Education and Who's Who in the
East.
The Rev. J. Normand Vaillancourt, M.S. wiU become the chair

Faculty Forum
theoretical activity can be done
best in a institution, in an asso
ciation of men or whether it is
best done alone or in another kind
of institution. Although the latter
part of the question, I think, begs
the .question. Wherever this ac
tivity is conducted will be con
ducted in an institution, whatever
it is caUed, will be a college.
Mr. John Burke
...There are certain attitudes
that can be said, let's say, to
characterize the proponents of an
old order—people who look to
wards standards of academic ex
cellence who speak very highly
in terms of raising admission
standards, who speak, say in terms
of higher and higher board scores
and better and better high schools
averages and so on and so forth.
There is a reason for this....
However, as indicated I think for
a private school this is a mis
take because this is reaUy simply
not a)where the action's at and
b) anything like a viable approach
anymore to education.
We are living in an age of state

man of the department of Re
ligious Studies inSept.1970. He has
been a member of the Assumption
faculty since 1965 as an assistant
professor of Theology. He did
his undergraduate work at LaSalette Seminary CoUege and La
Salette Major Seminary, and re
ceived an S.T.L. from the Angelicum in Rome in 1960. In 1962
he received an S.S.L. from Ecole
Biblique et archeologique in France
He was ordained Oct. 25, 1959,
in Rome, Italy. A former pro
fessor of Sacred Scriptures at
La Salette Major Seminary, he is
a contributing editor of the New
Catholic Encyclopedia.
brought in from the outside can
possibly give us.

cont. from pg. 7

universities, of universal educa
tion, in an age when I hope people
are not dismissed as being medi
ocre because of traditions or be
cause of income or background.
I think rather, in recent years,
significant steps...in quite an op
posite direction...We have become
so tied up with standards imposed
on us from the outside that we
have lost our real character. A
private school, it seems to me,
has a great, great opportunity in
age of open enrollment...I think
this standard is going, I think
grades are going. It's a ridiculous
kind of concept. I would almost
ask anyone to provide a major
treatise on education from the
past which has a chapter on
grades.
What an education, I think should
do, is offer to each person who
comes, the best that is possible
in us to bring out the best that
is possible in him. At that rate,
I think, one has exceUence, one
has a reality, one also has the
feeling of community, goodness,
of breadth, purpose which I think
no kind of artificial standards

Dr. Oscar Remick
...I would like to express what
I feel to be the crisis in educa
tion .generally and I'm not look
ing just to Assumption but I'm
also looking to other places...
My concern, basically, is that
we perhaps are no longer cer
tain as to what education is to
accomplish. Once upon a time
I think we had a fairly clear
idea about what the end of edu
cation ought to be. But that goal,
strangely enough, was supported
by an older world view which
for one reason or another has
seemingly crumbled. If is hasn't
crumbled, it has at least shown
signs of cracking. My concern,
frankly, is that Assumption and
colleges like ourselves no longer
are confident that we know what
the end of aU this endeavor might
be.
Interestingly enough for me was
the obvious strain of unity and re
marks made here tonight, that
whatever else we decide, behind
our decision is some basic under
standing of man. We've heard
about man in various and sundried
ways...But again the problem stiU
glares at us: for where do you
look or from what do vou take

In

Game

The Assumption greyhounds
walked to a 96-73 win over the
LeMoyne Dolphins recently at the
A.C. gym., The Hounds went ahead
at the opening of the game and
increased their lead after the first
half.
For a whUe during the first half,
the shooting of Bob Bradley and
PhU Harlow of LeMoyne put the
visitors ahead by 38-33, with 4
minutes to go. The Hounds then
switched to their man-to -man
defense and, by the end of the
half, led 46-40.
In the second half, Assumption
pushed further past the Dolphins,
both on the boards and with their

fast breaks. As the time ran out,
the A.C. fans were shouting for
Assumption to reach the century
mark.
T. Mack and Rick O'Brien came
in and gave the hounds the added
strength they needed. Mack domin
ated the boards with 19 points,
along with team high scorer Jake
Jones.

your criteria if what might be
human and what might be best?...
And somehow, I feel, that we have
tonight here established the goal
is somehow the man sensitive and
the man responsive to aU of rea
lity and somehow, I ask myself
when I realized the limits of my own
talents and perspectives, and yet
we want these people who come to
us as we want ourselves to be,
equipped to be critically per
ceptive of all that is given by
culture.
Somehow we would see the edu
cated man as that one who is able
to participate meaningfully and
constructively in the world with
out letting the world squeeze him
into its own mold. But this takes
an awful lot of perspective, an
awful lot of maturity and an awful
lot of determination.
Therefore, I would like to...es
tablish again that our crisis is
reaUy understanding that about
which educaton is all about, understanding that for which all of

this can be understood as a means
Our task is really to understan
what liberal arts ought to be..,
Reference has been made to
night not only to the task of de
fining what is liberal arts, bu
even greater, the task of being
human or to know what is human..
I would challenge you tonight,,
that our great chaUenge and oui
great opportunity is really to id
entify what was intended by the
founders of this college and to
m a k e v e r y c l e a r d eclaratio n s as
to what we are going to be in
light of the heritage which has
been bequeathed us and estab
lish ourselves...as one alterna
tive in the spectrum of higher
education. My great fear agaii
is that we wiU try to do so much
that we will fail at everythii^..
An educational institution ougbl
to be...where people come and they
are led to a greater participation
in the human experience, and having been led, they are in tun
better able to lead others...

SPORTS

Rick O'Brien, who came in to
replace Neal Burgess ended up
with 5 in a row and an overall
of 12 points.
Boylan, Serge
DeBari also scored in the double
figures with 14 and 13 points re
spectively.

WRITERS NEEDED

Apply: PROVOCATEUR

OFFICE

or
Box 603
<§>

What's behind the

(Cont. from pg. 9)
her bearded wise men. These figures, perhaps
based on the same real or imaginary model,
are all involved in some form of contempl
ation.
In some cases, the contemplation
refers to religion (READER OF THE LAW,
THE COMMANDMENTS, etc.), in others to
nature (WOODLAND WARMTH), in others still,
simply to a characteristic occupation of wise
old men (THE PHILOSOPHER, NEW ENGLAND
SKIPPER, THE SEER, etc.). These works
are especially impressive for their formal
qualities; Sophina is clearly fascinated by
certain colors (purple, ochre, green, black)
and textures
(beards, etc.) In these paint
ings, like in much contemporary art, there
is little that is clear (visually or intellectu
ally). Unlike much contemporary art, there is
in these works a suggestion in an emotional
way of Sophina's understanding of the wise

Hounds Easy Victors

old man. The suggestions may be vague in
places but the general effect is impressive.
The inadequacies of this exhibit seem evi
dent. Hanging space and lighting are both
inadequate. Also we might prefer, now and
then, an exhibit organized around a theme
rather than around an artist. Finally, we
would hope that in the figure works of greater
originalityand especially depth of vision will
be exhibited. However, the Art Committee
has impressed us with its enthusiasm and its
cordiality at the opening. We can only hope
that these efforts be maintained and streng
thened. And regardless of the adverse criti
cism we might make, we should thank Sam
and Sophina Coty for some highly enjoyable
works, especially the seascapes and seers,
whose images linger on.
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Speaker System?
direct/reflecting TM

Come to

THE HIGH-FIDELITY HOUSE ond find out
1-9 daily — 9-5 Sat.

261 PARK AVENUE

799-9737
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